Many causes have conspired to render the treatment of burns unsatisfactory and disheartening to the surgeon who aims at a high standard of asepticism in his work.
Owing to the intensity of the shock which is caused by injuries of this nature, by which the vital resistance of the patient is lowered, to the large area of skin involved?skin which under ordinary circumstances is generally more or less charged with pus-producing organisms?and to the filthy dressings with which anxious friends so often cover the injury before the arrival of the doctor, these wounds nearly always become 
